
SAN FERNANDO CATHEDRAL  SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS  JUNE 28, 2009 

NO JOY IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE LIVING  
Todayôs readings offer a soaring affirmation of life. 
The author of the book of Wisdom assures us that 
God did not make death and does not rejoice in the 
death of any living thing. We are reminded that we 
have been made in Godôs image, formed to be im-
perishable. In the face of all the death, illness, and 
destruction in the world, what are we to make of 
this claim? Clearly, it is our spirits that are called to 
eternal life. However, given the two stories in to-
dayôs Gospel passage from Mark, we have evi-
dence that indeed, God does not rejoice in the 
death of our bodies. 
 
When confronted with a hemorrhaging woman and 
the frightened father of a dying little girl, Jesus 
moves and speaks with confidence. ñBe free!ò he 
commands the long-suffering woman. ñGet up!ò he 
calls out to the little girl. 
 

FAITH AND TRUST, NOT FEAR  
Perhaps his statement to the grieving father when 
they learn of the childôs death is the crux of the 
whole question of life and death. Turning to the 
man and ignoring those who would have him leave 
because the girl had died, Jesus said, ñDo not be 
afraid; just have faithò (Mark 5:36). Faith flies in the 
face of the evidence. The child was dead, but her 
fatherôs faith in Jesus saved her. The bleeding 
woman had exhausted all possible cures, but her 
faith in Jesus set her free. 
  
God does not will our deaths either. Whatever 
holds us in deadly bondage is not of God.  How 
often are we paralyzed by fear? Is it possible we 
can truly be set free by simply turning to Jesus with 
faith and trust? 
 

Todayôs Readings: Wisdom 1:13ï15; 2:23ï24;  

Psalm 30:2, 4ï6, 11ï13; 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13ï15;  

Mark 5:21ï43 [21ï24, 35bï43] 
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From  
Fr. Tonyõs Deské 

NO HAY ALEGRĉA ANTE LA DESTRUCCIčN 
 DE LOS VIVOS 

Las lecturas de hoy ofrecen una resonante afirmaci·n 
de la vida. El autor del libro de Sabidur²a nos asegura 
que Dios no cre· la muerte ni se alegra por la muerte 
de ninguna criatura viviente. Se nos recuerda que fui-
mos hechos a la imagen de Dios y destinados a tener 
vida eterna. àC·mo interpretar esta proclamaci·n, 
ante toda la muerte, enfermedad y destrucci·n en el 
mundo? Obviamente, nuestro esp²ritu est§ destinado 
para la eternidad. No obstante, seg¼n los dos relatos 
en el Evangelio de Marcos de hoy, tenemos la prueba 
de que, en efecto, Dios no se regocija con la muerte 
de nuestros cuerpos. 
 
Cuando se le presentan la mujer con el flujo de san-
gre y el aterrado padre de una ni¶a moribunda, Jes¼s 
se mueve y habla con confianza. ñáVete en paz!ò or-
dena a la sufriente mujer. ñáLev§ntate!ò le dice a la 
ni¶a. 

 

FE Y CONFIANZA, NO TEMOR  
Quiz§s su afirmaci·n al padre doliente cuando es-
cucha que la ni¶a hab²a muerto es el meollo de la 
cuesti·n de la vida y la muerte. Volvi®ndose al hom-
bre, e ignorando a los que quer²an que se marchase 
porque la ni¶a hab²a muerto, Jes¼s le dice: ñNo te-
mas. Basta que tengas feò (Marcos 5:36). La fe de-
saf²a la evidencia. La ni¶a estaba muerta, pero la fe 
de su padre en Jes¼s la salv·. La mujer con el flujo de 
sangre hab²a agotado toda posibilidad de cura, pero 
su fe en Jes¼s la liber·. 
 
Dios tampoco desea nuestra muerte. Aquello que nos 
amarra con ataduras de muerte no es de Dios. 
àCu§ntas veces no nos ha paralizado el miedo? 
àSer§ posible que podamos ser realmente liberados, 
si simplemente nos volvemos a Jes¼s con fe y confi-
anza? 
 

Lecturas de hoy: Sabiduría 1:13ï15; 2:23ï24;  

Salmo 30:2, 4ï6, 11ï13; 2 Corintios 8:7, 9, 13ï15;  

Marcos 5:21ï43 [21ï24, 35bï43] 
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Del Escritorio  
Del Padre Tony...  
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: Vigil : Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19; Gal 1:11- 

  20; Jn 21:15-19 Day: Acts 12:1-11; 

  Ps 34; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday: Gn 19:15-29; Mt 8:23-27 

Wednesday: Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Mt 8:28-34 

Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19; Mt 9:1-8 

Friday:  Eph 2:19-22; Jn 20:24-29 

Saturday: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Mt 9:14-17; or, for 

  Independence Day, any readings from the 

  Mass ñFor Public Needs,ò  nos. 882-886, 

  or ñFor Peace and Justice,ò nos. 887-891 

Sunday:  Ez 2:2-5; Ps 123; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-

  6a 

TODAYôS READINGS 

First Reading ð God did not make death, nor does God 

rejoice in the destruction of the living (Wisdom 1:13-15; 

2:23-24). 

Psalm ð I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me 

(Psalm 30). 

Second Reading ð Your abundance should supply the 

needs of the others (2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15). 

Gospel ð Your faith has saved you (Mark 5:21-43  

[21-24, 35b-43]). 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCE 
Sunday: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: St. Peter and St. Paul 

Tuesday: The First Holy Martyrs of the Holy 

  Roman Church  

Wednesday: Blessed Junípero Serra; Canada Day 

Friday:  St. Thomas; First Friday 

Saturday: St. Elizabeth of Portugal; First  

  Saturday; Blessed Virgin Mary;  

  Independence Day 

 

 

 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

June 28, 2009 
You changed my mourning into dancing; 

O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks. 
ð Psalm 30:13 

Prayer for Rain  
O God, our Creator, you are the source of all life.  It is 
through your divine providence and infinite power, that the 
wonder and splendor of all creation surround us.   ñHow 
majestic is your name in all the earth.ò  We pray to you, 
God, who calms the raging waters and commands the 
wind, to provide us sufficient rain to meet our needs.  Dur-
ing this time of drought, we are mindful of our dependence 
on you for all that sustains our body and soul.  We pray for 
the cooling, gentle rain that will once again bring life to the 
fields and crops that feed us, restore the colorful rainbow 
of flowers and the cooling shade of the trees.  We also 
pray for all those who are suffering from natural disasters.  
May they look to you for the strength to restore their lives 
and heal their wounded land.  Help us to always be good 
stewards of our creation and care for the many resources 
of this earth.  May your grace refresh our souls.  We ask 
these blessings through the intercession of Mary, Queen 
of Heaven and Earth.  Amen.  

General Intercession  
For the gift of rain, that during this time of 
drought, we are mindful of our dependence 
on God for nourishment, and that he will 
provide us sufficient rain to meet our needs.  
We Pray to the Lord.  
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San Fernando Cathedral  

1st Annual Golf Tournament 

will be held on  

Saturday, October 3, 2009  

at Fort Sam Houston Golf Club.   

Tee Time is at 1:00pm.   

Reserve early!  Space is limited!   

To sign-up for play and/or volunteer  

call the Parish Office.   

Registration Forms will follow  

in future bulletins.  

                  

  All Are Welcome! 

San Fernando Cathedral  
1st Annual Parish Fall Festival  

We will be having our 1st Annual  
 Fall Festival on  

Sunday, October 11, 2009  
on the grounds of the  

AT & T Community Centre at San Fernando.   
 

Everyone is welcome!  
 

We are looking for volunteers in all 
areas. 

San Fernando Cathedral  
Columbian Squires Circle 4286  

Annual School Supply Drive  
 

The San Fernando Cathedral Colum-
bian Squires will be collecting school 
supplies for the upcoming 2009-2010 

school year. 
 

The school supplies will help more than 
1,000 families.  Your generous support 

is greatly appreciated. 
 

For information please call 
 Chief Counselor  

James Benavente at 421-2593.   

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  

WEEKEND  

Give your spouse a gift that will keep on giving, a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. Make 
your good marriage the best it can be! The next 

weekend is : 
 

August 7-9, 2009 

For registration or more information, please call 
Adam and Catherine Fuentes 210-451-5032 

Gilbert and Lisa Apolinar 210-846-5431. 

We offer our condolences and sympathies to 

the families of the individuals who have re-

cently died. Please remember them in your 

prayerséAlfred T. Silva, Father of Esther 

Ortiz. 

 San Fernando Cathedral Menôs ACTS 
Team Meeting will meet every Tuesday 

until August 25th at 7:00pm in the Cathe-
dral Centre Hall. 

 
For more information please contact 

David Castro at 831-3206 or Felix Diaz 
at 927-4927.  

La Catedral de San Fernando tendr§ 
una junta general cada Martes hasta el 
25 de Agosto para todos los HOMBRES 
que han hecho el retiro.  Las juntas son 

a las 7:00 p.m. en la cafeter²a.  
 

Por favor comun²quense con David 
Castro al 831-3206 or Felix Diaz al 927-

4927.  
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The Parish Office will be closed on Friday, July 3rd in observance 
of the Fourth of July Holiday.  From the San Fernando Cathedral 
and the Historical Centre Foundation may everyone have a safe 

and Blessed holiday.  

JUST THE BEGINNING  
The American Revolution was a beginning, not a  

consummation. ðWoodrow Wilson 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
As Independence Day draws near, we think of the men and women of the military who serve 
with courage and competence, some far from home. How does the Church accompany them? In 
1939, Pope Pius XII created an independent jurisdiction of the Catholic Church called the 
�´�0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �9�L�F�D�U�L�D�W�H���µ�� �,�Q�� ���������� �3�R�S�H�� �-�R�K�Q�� �3�D�X�O�� �,�,�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �´�$�U�F�K�G�L�R�F�H�V�H�� �I�R�U�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V����
�8�6�$���µ���6�S�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�H���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���Q�H�D�U�O�\���R�Q�H���D�Q�G���D���K�D�O�I���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���5�R�P�D�Q���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F�V�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��
one thousand priests minister in hospitals, on military bases of all the armed forces, on ships at 
sea, and on the battlefield. The AMS does not ordain priests, but accepts priests on loan from 
religious orders and dioceses.  
  
In 1824 a Jesuit priest named Adam Marshall enlisted in the Navy and died at sea in 1825. He 
�Z�D�V���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�V���D���´�V�F�K�R�R�O�P�D�V�W�H�U���µ���E�X�W���K�H���V�R�X�J�K�W���R�X�W���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���W�R���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���V�D�L�O�R�U�V�����7�Z�H�Q�W�\��
years later, President Polk was worried that the war with Mexico was seen as anti -Catholic, so he 
recruited two Jesuit priests to serve in the army as chaplains. At the time of the Civil War, only 
about ten percent of Americans were Catholic. Military policies forced Catholic soldiers to at-
tend Protestant services. The Church protested this rule, and many priests volunteered to be-
�F�R�P�H���F�K�D�S�O�D�L�Q�V�����7�K�H�L�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���´�1�X�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�W�W�O�H�I�L�H�O�G�µ�����V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�U�G�H�U�V���R�I��
sisters who assisted Civil War victims) helped temper prejudice against Catholics and pave the 
way for the life and ministry of this vigorous and unique archdiocese. �³ Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.  


