
SAN FERNANDO CATHEDRAL  SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS  JULY 26, 2009 

COMING ATTRACTIONS  
Todayôs Gospel inaugurates a five-week departure from the 

Gospel of Mark into the Gospel of John. The account of the 

feeding of the multitude is the introduction to what is 

known as the ñBread of Lifeò discourse, which we will 

hear during the coming month. We can get so carried away 

with the stupendous miracle recounted today that itôs easy 

to overlook how artfully the evangelist John introduces the 

discourse. Like the people of Israel and Moses, Jesus 

passes through the waters and then ascends a mountain. 

The ascent of the mountain (as in Matthewôs introduction 

to the discourse we know as the ñBeatitudesò) is particu-

larly important. It is the trumpet blast announcing that 

something tremendous is about to happen; something cen-

tral and crucial to the ministry of Jesus is about to be 

handed on. Unlike Moses on Sinai, the mountains that Je-

sus ascends to teach and work wonders are never named in 

the Gospels, for it was important to the early church not to 

sacralize places, but to keep their faith in Jesus alone. And 

so it is that the crowds come to him today looking for 

physical healing and for the nourishment of their spirits and 

bodies. 

 

BREAD OF EARTH AND HEAVEN  
Jesus knew, as the evangelist shows in the account this 

week, that there is not much point in speaking to people 

about the Bread of Heaven when their stomachs are grum-

bling for the bread of earth. For Jesus there was none of the 

Greeksô separation of the human person into body and 

spirit, each entity with its different needs. He knew people 

were created in love, flesh and soul, by his Father in 

heaven. Once again, the ministry of Jesus signals for us the 

intimate connection of the churchôs ministry to people as 

both embodied and spiritual beings. Feeding the multitude 

is a pragmatic way to help his listeners focus on the teach-

ing of his presence as the new manna sent from heaven. 

And for us today, that manna, the Bread of Life, becomes 

our strength and sustenance, so we are fortified to go forth 

in the name of Christ, to be nourishment for the bodies and 

spirits of all those we encounter each day. 

 
Todayôs Readings: 2 Kings 4:42ï44; Psalm 145:10ï11, 15ï18; 

Ephesians 4:1ï6; John 6:1ï5 
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From  
Fr. Tonyõs Deské 

PRÓXIMAS ATRACCIONES  
El Evangelio de hoy inicia una partida de cinco semanas del 

Evangelio de San Marcos al Evangelio de San Juan. El re-

lato sobre Jesús cuando da de comer a la multitud es la in-

troducci·n de lo que se conoce como el discurso del ñPan 

de vidaò, que escucharemos durante el mes siguiente. La 

magnitud del milagro narrado hoy nos puede impresionar de 

tal manera que es fácil pasar por alto el ingenio utilizado 

por San Juan evangelista para presentar el discurso. Al igual 

que el pueblo de Israel y que Moisés, Jesús pasa por las 

aguas y luego asciende a una montaña. El ascenso a la mon-

taña (como en la introducción al discurso que conocemos 

como las ñBienaventuranzasò) es de particular importancia. 

Es el sonido de la trompeta que anuncia que algo grande va 

a pasar, algo central y crucial del ministerio de Jesús va a 

ser entregado. A diferencia de Moisés en el Sinaí, las mon-

tañas que sube Jesús para enseñar y hacer milagros nunca 

son nombradas en los Evangelios, porque era importante 

para la Iglesia naciente no hacer santos los lugares, sino 

poner la fe solamente en Jesús. Y así ocurre hoy que la 

gente lo busca para sanación física y para el alimento de su 

cuerpo y espíritu.  
 

PAN DE LA TIERRA Y EL CIELO  
Jesús sabía, como relata el evangelista esta semana, que no 

tiene mucho sentido hablar a la gente del Pan del Cielo 

cuando los estómagos se quejan por faltarle el pan de la 

tierra. Para Jesús eso no existía la división griega de la per-

sona humana en cuerpo y espíritu, cada entidad con sus 

diferentes necesidades. Jesús sabía que las personas han 

sido creadas en amor, cuerpo y alma, por su Padre en el 

Cielo. Una vez más, el ministerio de Jesús nos muestra el 

vínculo íntimo entre el ministerio de la Iglesia hacia las per-

sonas como seres con cuerpo y espíritu. El dar de comer a la 

multitud es una manera pragmática de ayudar a que su audi-

encia se centre en la enseñanza de su presencia como el 

nuevo maná enviado del cielo. Y para nosotros hoy, ese 

maná, el Pan de Vida, llega a ser nuestra fuerza y sustento, 

para así fortalecidos poder avanzar en el nombre de Cristo y 

ser alimento para el cuerpo y el espíritu de todos los que se 

cruzan en nuestro camino cada día. 
 

Lecturas de hoy: 2 Reyes 4:42ï44; Salmo 145:10ï11, 15ï18; 

Efesios 4:1ï6; Juan 6:1ï5 
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Del Escritorio  
Del Padre Tony...  

 



SAN FERNANDO CATHEDRAL   SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk  

  10:38-42 

Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Mt 13:47-53 

Friday:  Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; Mt 

  13:54-58 

Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17; Mt 14:1-12 

Sunday:  Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78; Eph 4:17, 20-

  24; Jn 6:24-35 

TODAYôS READINGS 
First Reading ð Elisha feeds a hundred men with twenty barley 

loaves made from firstfruits, and there are leftovers (2 Kings 4:42-

44). 

Psalm ð The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs 

(Psalm 145). 

Second Reading ð Paul urges the Ephesians to live in a manner 

worthy of the call they had received: as a unified, faith-filled, hope-

filled community (Ephesians 4:1-6). 

Gospel ð When Jesus feeds a large crowd with five barley loaves 

and two fish, they want to make him king. He withdraws alone to 

the mountain (John 6:1-15). 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCE 

Sunday: Seventeenth Sunday in  

  Ordinary Time 

Wednesday: St. Martha 

Thursday: St. Peter Chrysologus  

Friday: St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Saturday: St. Alphonsus Liguori; First 

  Saturday 

2009 Archbishopôs Appeal Prayer 
 

Loving and Generous God 
 

Every day we experience Your grace 

to live out our Catholic Faith in all that 

we do.  We give tanks for Your loving  

kindness and for the many ways that  

You have blessed us with Your gifts. 
 

We seek the guidance of Your Holy  

Spirit to open our hearts and minds 

to the concerns of our sisters and 

 brothers in need in the Archdiocese of  

San Antonio.  May we be inspired to use 

our gifts wisely, giving in the spirit of hope 

to the 2009 Archbishopôs Appeal. 
 

We ask that you bless our efforts this year 

and help us carry out the mission of 

Christôs love through our acts of service 

and sacrifice. 
 

This we pray through Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 

Prayer for Rain  
O God, our Creator, you are the source of all life.  It is 
through your divine providence and infinite power, that the 
wonder and splendor of all creation surround us.   ñHow 
majestic is your name in all the earth.ò  We pray to you, 
God, who calms the raging waters and commands the 
wind, to provide us sufficient rain to meet our needs.  Dur-
ing this time of drought, we are mindful of our dependence 
on you for all that sustains our body and soul.  We pray for 
the cooling, gentle rain that will once again bring life to the 
fields and crops that feed us, restore the colorful rainbow 
of flowers and the cooling shade of the trees.  We also 
pray for all those who are suffering from natural disasters.  
May they look to you for the strength to restore their lives 
and heal their wounded land.  Help us to always be good 
stewards of our creation and care for the many resources 
of this earth.  May your grace refresh our souls.  We ask 
these blessings through the intercession of Mary, Queen 
of Heaven and Earth.  Amen.  

General Intercession  
For the gift of rain, that during this time of drought, 
we are mindful of our dependence on God for nour-
ishment, and that he will provide us sufficient rain to 
meet our needs.  We Pray to the Lord.  

We offer our condolences and sympa-

thies to the families of the individuals 

who have recently died. Please remem-

ber them in your prayerséMaria De 

La Luz Chavez, Mother of Lourdes 

Bugher. 
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San Fernando Cathedral  
1st Annual Parish Fall Festival  

We will be having our 1st Annual Fall 
Festival on Sunday, October 11, 2009  

on the grounds of the  
AT & T Community Centre at  

San Fernando.   
 

Everyone is welcome!  
We are looking for volunteers 

in all areas.  

San Fernando Cathedral Columbian Squires Circle 4286 Annual School Supply Drive  
The San Fernando Cathedral Columbian Squires will be collecting school supplies for the upcoming  

2009-2010 school year. 
 

The school supplies will help more than 1,000 families.  Your generous support is greatly appreciated. 
 

For information please call Chief Counselor James Benavente at 421-2593.   

Damas de San Fernando  

Ladies, please mark your calendar for Saturday, 

August 8th as the Damas de San Fernando are host-

ing a marvelous Tea Party. It will be held at the San 

Fernando Café from 1:00 ï 3:00 pm.  Tickets are 

$15.00 a person .  If you are interested please con-

tact Tommie Ramon at 279-7828. Wear your hat if 

desired and enjoy a pleasing and relaxing after-

noon.    
 

We appreciate your support. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Teens ACTS  
   First Post Retreat Meet 

Saturday August 1, 2009  5:30pm Mass  
 

 Social afterwards 6:30 -8:30pm  
At the Cathedral Centre Hall (Caf®) 
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AT & T Community Centre  

�0�F���&�R�P�E�V���%�D�O�O�U�R�R�P�´ 
The AT & T Community Centre 
is offering a NEW lease price of 
$1750.00 for events held in the 
Mc Combs Ballroom on Fridays 
ONLY!  Rate applies only to new 
contracts for Friday events and 
parties of 300 guests or less.  
Event must begin no earlier than 
6:00pm and must end by 
12:00am.  We have plenty of 
available Fridays in 2009 and 
2010 open for booking.  If you 
are interested please contact 
Terri Collins Director of Facilities 
at 210-227-1297 ext. 101 


