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LOOKING AHEAD TO LISTEN TODAY  
In next weekôs first reading the prophet Jeremiah will say, on 

behalf of God, ñWoe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter 

the flock of my pastureò (Jeremiah 23:1). Today Amaziah, a 

priest of King Jeroboam, represents the archetype of this kind 

of shepherd. Against this sort of uncaring shepherd, God calls 

a real life-vocation shepherd and a true shepherd-prophet, 

Amos. The voice of Amos is one of the harshest in the pro-

phetic literature, but the harshness seems to be necessary to 

counteract the misleading and scattering of the flock that the 

God of Israel was observing. Amos left his vocation as a shep-

herd of sheep and dresser of sycamore trees to become a shep-

herd of the flock of Israel and a re-dresser of the wrongs com-

mitted by those whose status as priest or prophet of Israel had 

led them astray from their own vocation. Another prophet, 

Jeremiah, would tell of the coming shepherd-king, anointed 

from the house of David, who will come to restore justice and 

righteousness throughout the land. 

 

 

LOOKING BACK TO LOOK AHEAD  
It is important to connect this weekôs Gospel with last weekôs. 

Jesus had just encountered a severe lack of faith in his family 

and neighbors, who took offense at him. So severe was their 

reaction to him that he couldnôt work much in the way of heal-

ing or other mighty deeds. Yet immediately upon the heels of 

that incident, he summons the Twelve and sends them out 

(ñapostleò means ñone who is sentò). Jesus remains stalwart in 

the pursuit of the vocation he was given by God: to recover 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel. We have to admire the 

Twelve, who like Amos have left their own livelihoods as they 

are sent out on a rather intimidating new mission. Our admira-

tion ought to increase when we realize that this takes place 

immediately after the rather humiliating scene Jesus had just 

endured. But having witnessed Jesus face rejection and still 

persevere in his vocation, they must have been made bold as 

he told them of the rejection they would face when he sent 

them out. Christ, through the Spirit and the waters of baptism, 

still sends us out on mission. This is our first calling. Let us, 

strengthened by the prophetic witness of Christ and the 

Twelve, be faithful to that calling. 

 
Todayôs Readings: Amos 7:12ï15; Psalm 85:9ï14; Ephesians 

1:3ï14 [3ï10]; Mark 6:7ï13 
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From  
Fr. Tonyõs Deské 

MIRANDO ADELANTE PARA ESCUCHAR HOY  
La próxima semana en la primera lectura el profeta Jeremías 

dir§, en nombre de Dios: ñáAy de los pastores que dispersan y 

dejan perecer a las ovejas de mi reba¶o!ò Amas²as, un sacer-

dote del rey Jeroboam, representa hoy el arquetipo de esta 

clase de pastores. Frente a esos pastores desinteresados, Dios 

llama a un pastor con esa vocación de por vida y un verdadero 

pastor-profeta: Amós. La voz de Amós es una de las más duras 

en la literatura profética, pero la dureza parece necesaria para 

contrarrestar la confusión y dispersión del rebaño que ob-

servaba el Dios de Israel. Amós dejó su vocación como pastor 

de ovejas y cuidador de sicómoros para ser un pastor del re-

baño de Israel y buscar corregir los errores cometidos por 

aquellos cuya posición como sacerdotes o pastores de Israel los 

habían alejado de su vocación. Otro profeta, Jeremías, dirá de 

la venida del pastor-rey, ungido de la casa de David, que ven-

drá para restaurar la justicia y rectitud en toda la tierra. 

 

 

 

MIRAR ATRÁS PARA MIRAR ADELANTE  
Es importante vincular el Evangelio de esta semana con el de 

la semana pasada. Jesús encontró que su familia y vecinos 

tenían poca fe y se sintieron ofendidos por Él. Tan negativa fue 

la reacción en su contra que no pudo hacer muchas curaciones 

ni tampoco grandes milagros. Sin embargo, inmediatamente 

despu®s, Jes¼s re¼ne a los Doce y los env²a (ñap·stolò quiere 

decir ñenviadoò). Jes¼s se mantiene firme en la b¼squeda de la 

vocación otorgada por Dios: rescatar a las ovejas perdidas de la 

casa de Israel. Tenemos que admirar a los Doce, que como 

Amós dejaron su modo de vida al ser enviados en una nueva 

misión más bien intimidante. Nuestra admiración debe aumen-

tar al saber que este hecho tiene lugar inmediatamente después 

de la humillante situación que Jesús había afrontado. Pero al 

haber sido testigos del rechazo contra Jesús, que aún así perse-

veró en su vocación, los apóstoles deben haberse sentido forta-

lecidos cuando les habló del rechazo que ellos mismos afron-

tarían. Cristo, por medio del Espíritu Santo y el agua del bauti-

smo, nos envía a cumplir una misión. Este es nuestro primer 

llamado. Fortalecidos por los testigos proféticos de Cristo y 

por los Doce, seamos fieles a ese llamado. 

 
 

Lecturas de hoy: Amós 7:12ï15; Salmo 85:9ï14; Efesios 1:3ï14 

[3ï10]; Marcos 6:7ï13 
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Del Escritorio  
Del Padre Tony...  
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22; Mt 10:34 ð 11:1 

Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday: Ex 3:13-20; Mt 11:28-30 

Friday:  Ex 11:10 ð 12:14; Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday: Ex 12:37-42; Mt 12:14-21 

Sunday: Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 

  6:30-34 

TODAYôS READINGS 

First Reading ð Amos said, ñThe LORD took me from fol-

lowing the flock, and said to me, Go, prophesy to my peo-

pleò (Amos 7:12-15). 

Psalm ð Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 

salvation (Psalm 85). 

Second Reading ð The God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 

(Ephesians 1:3-14 [3-10]). 

Gospel ð Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send 

them out two by two (Mark 6:7-13). 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCE 
Sunday: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: St. Henry 

Tuesday: Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 

Wednesday: St. Bonaventure 

Thursday: Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Saturday: St. Camillus de Lellis;  

  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Prayer for Rain  
O God, our Creator, you are the source of all life.  
It is through your divine providence and infinite 
power, that the wonder and splendor of all crea-
tion surround us.   ñHow majestic is your name in 
all the earth.ò  We pray to you, God, who calms 
the raging waters and commands the wind, to pro-
vide us sufficient rain to meet our needs.  During 
this time of drought, we are mindful of our depend-
ence on you for all that sustains our body and 
soul.  We pray for the cooling, gentle rain that will 
once again bring life to the fields and crops that 
feed us, restore the colorful rainbow of flowers 
and the cooling shade of the trees.  We also pray 
for all those who are suffering from natural disas-
ters.  May they look to you for the strength to re-
store their lives and heal their wounded land.  
Help us to always be good stewards of our crea-
tion and care for the many resources of this earth.  
May your grace refresh our souls.  We ask these 
blessings through the intercession of Mary, Queen 
of Heaven and Earth.  Amen.  

General Intercession  
For the gift of rain, that during this time of 
drought, we are mindful of our dependence 
on God for nourishment, and that he will 
provide us sufficient rain to meet our needs.  
We Pray to the Lord.  

INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION  
God loves each one of us as if there were only 

one of us.ðSt. Augustine 

UNFINISHED MISSION  
Hereôs a simple test to find out whether your 

mission on earth is finished: If youôre alive, it 

isnôt.ðAnonymous 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 12, 2009 

Truth shall spring out of the earth, 

 and justice shall look down from 

heaven. 

ð Psalm 85:12 
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San Fernando Cathedral  

1st Annual Golf Tournament 

will be held on  

Saturday, October 3, 2009  

at Fort Sam Houston Golf Club.   

Tee Time is at 1:00pm.   

Reserve early!  Space is limited!   

To sign-up for play and/or volunteer  

call the Parish Office or email at golf@sfcathedral.org 

 

Registration Forms will follow  

in future bulletins.  

                  

  All Are Welcome! 

San Fernando Cathedral  
1st Annual Parish Fall Festival  

We will be having our  
1st Annual Fall Festival on  
Sunday, October 11, 2009  

on the grounds of the  
AT & T Community Centre at  

 San Fernando.   
 

Everyone is welcome!  
We are looking for volunteers 

in all areas.  

San Fernando Cathedral  
Columbian Squires  

 Circle 4286  
Annual School Supply 

Drive  
The San Fernando Cathedral  

Columbian Squires will be  
collecting school supplies for the  

upcoming 2009-2010 school 
year. 

 
The school supplies will help 

more than 1,000 families.  Your 
generous support is greatly ap-

preciated. 
 

For information please call 
 Chief Counselor  

James Benavente at 421-2593.   

Damas de San Fernando  
Ladies, please mark your calendar for Saturday , 

August 8th as the Damas de San Fernando are 

hosting a marvelous Tea Party. It will be held at 

the San Fernando Café from 1:00 ï 3:00 pm.  

Wear your hat if desired and enjoy a pleasing and 

relaxing afternoon.  Tickets are $15.00 a person .  

If you are interested please contact Tommie 

Ramon at 279-7828.   

 

We appreciate your support. 

 


